Side ..

BY GREGORY LeFEVER

ith the flick of a

switch you can
N W B wreck the perfect
W colonial look you’ve
spent untold hours and
dollars to achieve. All the serenity,
rich heritage, and deep tradition of
our forefathers’ habitats melts away
in bright, modern lighting. You
might as well live in an operating
room. All the effort to get just the
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right flooring, furniture, wallpapers,
paint colors, hardware, and rugs
will be for naught.

Modern lighting ranks right
alongside indoor plumbing as one of
the most dramatic historical depar-
tures from actual colonial living.
Before the 1850s Americans lived
much of their lives in darkness or
near darkness. The scant light that
seeped into their homes after sunset

came from a slim assortment of
fixtures that relied upon tiny open
flames to fend off the night.

“Early American households
depended primarily on natural illu-
mination—a flickering hearth fire, a
smoking oil lamp, the occasional
guttering candle, or, if it became
necessary to venture out into the
night, a lantern with its vulnerable
flame protected by panes of glass,



ventories provide an often startling

insight into how little artificial light-
ing was typically available before
the widespread adoption of gas,
kerosene and electricity,” says Moss.
Typical lighting in an early
home would have been similar to
what John |. Janney experienced in
the Shenandoah Valley at his grand-
parents’ farm in the early nine-
teenth century when he wrote, “In
the evening, after the dishes were
washed and cleared off the table
and the table set back, the candle
stand would be moved out from its
proper corner and the whole family
gathered round it; some of the men
reading a newspaper or a book, and
the women sewing or knitting, or
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spinning flax or tow.”

Leath says that even in Virgin-
ia’s more affluent homes, lighting
remained a precious commodity,
and a small collection of candles
could be regarded as a spectacle of
illumination. “In 1773, Philip Vick-
ers Fithian described an elegant sup-
per served at the plantation, Nomini
Hall,” Leath says. “Fithian thought
the dining room appeared ‘luminous
and splendid,’ lit with seven candles
— four on the table ‘where we
supp’d,’ he wrote, and three others
‘in different parts of the room.”

Farther south, in North Caro-
lina, surviving records indicate that
members of the Moravian Protestant
sect who settled there in 1766 also

lit their homes with candles, sconc-
es, and lamps fueled by oil or fat.

To accurately match historic dé-
cor, you should install fixtures simi-
lar to those available during that
time your home represents. “Selec-
tion of the home or building’s inter-
pretative date will largely determine
the lighting technologies that are
appropriate,” Moss notes. “A target
date of about 1800 will probably
limit the fixtures to those designed
to burn candles or whale oil, while
a date of about 1850 may extend the
choice to allow for fixtures fueled by
burning fluid, lard oil, or gas.”

Precisely duplicating a colonial
atmosphere can have unanticipated
effects, warns Plimoth Plantation’s



Maureen Richard. “A candlestick or
lantern, lit while the hearth is going, |
gives off the most colonial-type atmo- |
sphere,” she says. “An earthenware
lamp with a cotton wick and cod liver
oil gives you the lighting ambiance,
and a very distinctly fishy smell!™
The dim light afforded by
burning waxes and oil also brought
another hazard. Johanna Brown,
curator and director of collections at |
Old Salem and the Museum of Early |
Southern Decorative Arts, points '
out one real danger with early light-
ing—the possibility of fire. i
“Early lighting devices could
be quite dangerous, especially when

FINEST QUALITY

EPRODUCTIONS
ing Fixtures & Hardware

| Since 1932, Ball and Ball has been manufacturing
the finest quality antique reproduction door hardware
- including iron strap hinges, brass butt hinges,

rim locks, mortise locks and door knockers.

| Fumniture hardware, builders’ hardware,
Ll lighting fixtures and fireplace
. accessories are also

- available.

Call
used carelessly,” she says. “The 1518 f{?a;eoz;alog
October 8, 1779, church board avallable for a
minutes describe one resident’s ‘bad $7.00.

habit of hanging a candlestick with
a lighted candle on a chair by his |
bed, and when he was fast asleep, |

(CATALOGUE PURCHASE
REFUNDED ON 1ST ORDER.)

the flame caught on the bed - it was | 463 W. Lincoln Highway (Rt. 30), Exton, PA 19341
put out with difficulty,” according to | Phone: 610-363-7330  Fax: 610-363-7639 = 1-800-257-3711
the minutes.” www.ballandball-us.com

MUSEUMS AND INNOVATION
The lighting problems faced by
period homeowners dim in com-
parison to those museums confront.
While they must approximate as
closely as possible the ambiance of
their historical period, they need to
meet stringent regulatory codes for

Traditional & Period
LIGHTING

For the Home and Garden

visitor safety and convenience. Lanterns Value
“Given the historical evidence, Posh Lights Quality
most New England houses would Chandeliers Service

have been very dark, but modern
museum visitors need adequate
lighting for safety and appreciation
of the decorative art objects and
interior furnishings,” notes Historic
Deerfield’s Lange.

Homeowners might consider
some novel approaches to lighting
now employed by some museums,
supplementing period lighting with
concealed twenty-first-century tech-
nology. For example, at Colonial Wil-
liamsburg, new fiber-optic technology
is brightening some buildings without
damaging the historic atmosphere.

Redwood
Lamp Posts

@LISTED

717
392-5649

AMERICAN PERIOTY®
IALIGHTING

The Saltbox
3004 Columbia Ave. Lancaster, PA 17603

americanperiod.com
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“Because our expectations for
lighting today are so much greater
than those of people who lived in the
eighteenth century, we’ve begun re-
cently to supplement period lighting
with fiber-optic pin lights recessed
into the ceilings for many of our
historic sites,” Leath explains. “This
can increase the light level without
altering the basic arrangement.”

Historic Deerfield now supple-
ments conventional fixtures with
another approach. “Much of the
modern lighting in our houses is
for guest safety,” Lange says. “One
technique employed is the placement
of a fluorescent tube with a reflector
along the backside of doors so that
light is bounced up toward the ceil-
ings. Given this technique, the fixture
is not visible to the museum visitor.”

NG THE ORIGINALS
Wlth today’s awareness of the
growing scarcity of antique lighting
devices, both the museums and the
(each for their own
evident reasons) strongly discourage
retrofitting early fixtures to produce
electric light.

“In the 1940s and ’50s, collec-
tors often electrified period lighting
devices—candlesticks, sconces, and
chandeliers—by drilling the objects
for wires and installing low-watt-
age light bulbs in their sockets,”
Lange explains. “At that time, this
technique was the latest in historic-
house lighting and provided a soft,
atmospheric effect reminiscent of
candlelight. Today, given our duty
to protect the collection objects for
future generations, we would not
drill an object to provide light for a
house interior.”

Brown at Old Salem agrees. She
says many original fixtures are on
display at Old Salem, where they are
described to visitors but not lighted.
“We do not actually use early light-
ing devices unless we're having a
special event,” she says. “In the
cases where we need light, we some-

manufacturers
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times use reproduction candlesticks,
lamps, and lanterns. There are many
good reproductions of early lighting
devices available today, and I would
recommend using them because con-
tinual use of originals can be very
damaging and counter-productive to
their preservation.”

Maria Peragine at Authentic De-
signs, Inc., in Vermont, stressed the
same point from the manufacturer’s
perspective. “If clients bring in
original pieces, we will almost never
retrofit them for electricity and will
dissuade our clients from doing so.
Often we’ll make an exact copy that
we then adapt for electricity, mak-
ing sure the wiring is completely
concealed. Our advice is to never
retro-wire old fixtures. Instead,
restore them with minimal changes
to the design and have a copy built.”

APTURING THE AMBIANCE
The challenge for the homeowner
who wants to create a reasonably
accurate colonial mood is balancing
authenticity with adequate illumi-
nation, convenience, and safety.

Candlesticks, sconces, and lanterns
can enhance a setting and still pro-
vide adequate illumination.

Most handcrafters of repro-
duction fixtures have spent years
researching original lighting at
colonial-era museums. They create
their lights from authentic materials,
often using original manufactur-
ing techniques.
these reproductions in their exhibits
to avoid risk to the originals. But,
as Chris Burda, president of Period
Lighting Fixtures in Clarksburg,
Massachusetts, notes, “Most of
these designs can be used in any cir-
cumstances, even in modern homes.”

Some living history museums
have their own craftspeople who
make colonial-era fixtures, often out
of tin-plated steel. If you acquire a
sconce made by a museum artisan,
its tin is apt to be bright and shiny.
“But most of our customers want to
see something that looks antique,
something with the appearance of
having been made in 1750, says
David Sposato, owner of Historic
Housefitters in Brewster, New York.

Many museums use

In most colonial homes, lighting came from three sources: windows, candles,

and the fireplace as this tableau in the late-17th-century Wanton-l;yman- .
Hazard House in Newport, Rhode Island, shows. At night, everyon :
would gather around the candle-lit table to work, read, or t




“Qur goal is to make it difficult
to tell that it wasn’t actually made
back then.”

Colonial purists might coun-
ter that a dark, tarnished look is
the mark of a lazy housekeeper.
Fixtures might be polished down
to bare steel to keep a shiny finish
that would reflect and reinforce the
tiny light from the candle’s flame.
A dark tin sconce might be more at
home in the barn. 501 Caroline St. . 540.371.2799

Polishing aside, colonial
decorating allows great flexibility
in your choice of fixtures. As long
as a fixture can be dated to the time
period of a home (or earlier), match-
ing styles and finishes to a colonial
home is not an issue.

“The colonists were an eclectic
bunch, and with the exception of
the most formal room settings, we
recommend you don’t get hung up
coordinating finishes and styles,”
says Peragine Of Authentic DESigl’lS. Send §3 00 for 2 color catalogs to* Lighting by Hammerworks, Dept. EAH, 6 Fremont Street, Worcester, MA 01603

Rather than decorating style, 508-755.3434  wwwhammerworks com UL Approved
placement dictated the colonists’ Other shop location 118 Mam St , Meredith, NH 603-279-7352
choice of fixtures, particularly
those that would have had exposed |
flames—candleholders, chandeliers,
and open sconces.

“A common error is hanging
inappropriate fixtures in passages or
vestibules where a puff of wind from
an open exterior door would have ! ‘
immediately extinguished an exposed
flame,” advises Moss. “Household
estate inventories often list a glass-
enclosed lantern hanging in these
locations. Protection from drafts was
especially needed in houses originally
lighted by candles and oil lamps.
Hanging electrified ‘candle’ fixtures in
such locations advertises a failure to THE PAST IS FINALLY PRESENT
appreciate the limitations of open-
flame technology.”

Practical considerations guide
your choice of modern lighting for
a period home, advises Carolyn

& Hand Crafted On-Site
« ¢ Colonial Lighting
for inside or outside use
¢ Candle Power or Electric

Our lighting is hand crafted on
site ar the John Paul Jones
House in Historic
Fredericksburg, Va.

Fine American Lighting

Real American Vue
From
Lighting by Hammerworks
* Top Quality Matenals *
* Completely Handcrafted *
» Reasonable Prices *
Lanterns, Sconces, Chandeliers,
and Hand Forged Hardware

Send for our catalog and discover how you can enjoy the
beauty and quality of our Colonial hghting in your home.

RESERVE COLLECTION

After years of research and development, under the scrutiny of the curatorial
staff at Colonial Williamsburg, Period Lighting Fixtures is proud to offer the

Williamsburg Reserve Collection. Please call for a catalogue.

Waligurski, who with her husband, Per1op LicHTING FIXTURES INC.
Stephen, founded Hurley Patentee ARTISANS SINCE 1974

Lighting in 1972 in New York’s | 167 River Roap, CLarksBUrG, Ma 01247 800-828-6990
Hudson Valley. “First you have to | www.periodlighting.com
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CANDLESTICKS
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INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR LIGHTING ALONG
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STuoio 215 398 737
STORE 215 794 8974
Fax 2195 %98 7408
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OF COLONIAL AND
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LIGHTING FIXTURES

AUTHENTIC DESIGNS

The Mill Road
West Rupert, Vermont 05776
(802) 394-7713 = 800-844-9416
www.authenticdesigns.com
Catalogues $3.00 each
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decide on the amount of illumina-
tion you really need. Let’s say you
want to create mood lighting in
the colonial sense. In that case, a
sconce with a single 25-watt bulb
will work just fine. It gets trickier if
you need more light. You could have
a three-candle sconce with three
25-watt bulbs, and that would still
be acceptable. But anything more
than that amount of light is going to
destroy the colonial mood.”
Historic Housefitters’ Sposato
elaborates, “People today simply
anticipate a greater level of light-
ing than the colonials would have
experienced. So one of things we
recommend so you can have it both
ways—the look you want but with
a greater amount of light on de-
mand—is to install the lights with
a dimmer on the switch. That way

' you can adjust the amount of light

up or down to suit your needs.”

Colonial Williamsburg’s Leath
advises people to experience what
the colonials did, then go from
there. “My recommendation would
be to experiment. In modern homes,
people should use the lighting de-
vices they enjoy—but experiment.
Dine occasionally by candlelight.
Perhaps even try lighting your din-
ing room with seven candles for the
same ‘luminous and splendid’ effect
that Fithian described.”

MODERN MAKERS

We invited four purveyors of colo-
nial lighting fixtures to submit sam-
ples of their work to show the range
of products available for bringing
electrical lighting to colonial-era in-
teriors. These makers offer superior
craftsmanship—they supply many
museums with reproduction light-
ing. All of the fixtures pictured use
candelabra (miniature-base) bulbs.

For photography, we installed
the fixtures so you could see how
they look in operation. We recom-
mend that a do-it-yourselfer with
some electrical experience—some-

one who has previously connected

a modern lighting fixture—do the
installation. Wiring is only a mat-
ter of connecting two wires and a
ground. You may need rudimentary
tools and supplies: wire strippers
and wire-nuts. Most fixtures (with
the exceptions noted) install directly
to existing electrical boxes.

AUTHENTIC DESIGNS
Authentic Designs prides itself as
“America’s oldest maker of colo-
nial and early American lighting
fixtures.” Although someone might
dispute that claim, the company
does date to 1931 and produces
an extensive array of early hand-
wrought sconces, chandeliers,
lamps, and both interior and exte-
rior lanterns.

The company pays considerable
attention to one-of-a-kind fixtures,
relying on styles and designs from
1690 to 1820 and emphasizing tradi-
tional materials and manufacturing
techniques. Its artisans work in cop-
per, terne-coated copper, and brass,
with available finishes ranging from
deep verdigris to lacquered brass to
aged shades of terne and pewrter.

For the formal parlor, Authentic




Authentic Designs, as with other leading makers of hand-wrought early lighting,
offers fixtures in a variety of materials and finishes. Above is a formal wall lamp
in brass, featuring a facsimile candle. Opposite is a more primitive sconce,
available in copper, terne copper, or brass.

Designs supplied a brass candlestick
wall sconce, and for less formal
rooms a fabricated pewter sconce.
The bright brass finish on the fix-
ture and matching shade was flaw-
less, protected by lacquer so there’s
no need for a colonial-era daily
polishing. The pewter was brushed
to an attractive silvery-white finish
that reflected a soft glow from the
wax-covered electric candle. Both

fixtures included all hardware and
were the only ones we received la-
beled with an Underwriters Labora-
tory listing.

Authentic Designs, which
focuses its entire attention on early
American lighting, is housed in an
old, converted mill in the moun-
tains of southwestern Vermont and
encourages visitors to stop by and
wartch the artisans at work.

# LIGHTING by
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HISTORIC HOUSEFITTERS
Historic Housefitters produces an
extensive catalog of both early
lighting and colonial hardware,
and recently added a line of
“period accessories” such as
redware, tinware, and pewter—
all patterned after eighteenth-
century styles. Its lighting line
offers sconces and lamps,
chandeliers, and interior and
exterior lanterns.

Its artisans create authentic
prototypes but might employ more
modern manufacturing techniques
to maintain an authentic appear-
ance while keeping prices lower.
All lighting fixtures are of tradi-
tional materials such as tin, copper,
and brass, with finishes often left
to age naturally.
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The two pewter wall sconces
supplied by Historic Housefitters
show colonial-era workmanship
with an aged finish that mimics a
hundred years-plus of neglect—
stained almost black they look old,
like something dug out of a barn
before it was demolished. These
are not fixtures for a formal room.
Because they offer no protection
for their electrical flame, their style
suits use in a protected area, a wall
far from drafts in a cabin. (You
will have to buy screws to hold the
mounting bracket to an electrical
box.) Historic Housefitters, located
in Brewster, New York, relies more
on a standing inventory than on
making one-of-a-kind fixtures. Its
product line has more than dou-
bled after twenty years in business.




HURLEY PATENTEE

Hurley Patentee is purist in its ap-
proach to early lighting, making
every piece of every fixture in its
Hudson Valley workshops on the
grounds of a 1720 colonial manor.
Since printing its first catalog in
1972, the small firm’s authentic
fixtures have been installed in nu-
merous American historical sites, as
well as in Europe and Asia and on
several movie sets.

Because each fixture is hand-
crafted, each is truly one of a kind.

Most of Hurley Patentee’s lamps,
sconces, chandeliers, and lanterns
are available fitted for candles or
electricity.

Although Hurley Patentee’s
overall selection of fixtures is
smaller than some of its more mass-
produced competitors, the company
offers several unique styles of fix-
tures not found elsewhere, with each
design culled from historic sources.

Hurley Patentee supplied two
lanterns. One holds three simulated
candles behind glass supported by a

SANDWICH LANTERN WORKS
888-741-0714

* Handcrafted lighting
from Cape Cod

* We use only extra-heavy
solid brass or copper
* Catalog available or we
can reproduce your fixture
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Visit our Website:
www.sandwichlantern.com
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SHAK

A fine collection of reproduction
Shaker furniture, oval boxes and
more. Available as do-it-yourself
kits or custom finished. Large
selection of replacement |
chair tapes.

Call now for free catalog
1-800-840-9121
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1 perfect stove material
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i Iy efficient
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glazes. Customers can even request ac- [

celerated oxidation to achieve the excep- SOURCES "’E"f«“&“.fifl‘lﬁﬁ&'ﬁ“’fﬁ&i“" VIS“; US i
tionally deep verdigris of old, weathered — Desigrls. I\:L.I:::g:;h:m:ﬁm;wh;NeW England
copper. Historic Deerfield partnered The Mill Road Lawrence Crouse Workshop Colonial
with Period Lighting Fixtures to repro- West Rupert, VT 05776 xodgm m{” 1 T nghtll’lg
duce eighteenth- and nineteenth-century 800.844.9416 LL Tn.harn _'_(0. _
chandeliers, sconces, and lanterns so www.authenticdesigns.com i
contemporary home owners can achieve Historic Housefitters
the look of an early Deerfield home. PO Box 26

Our samples included two wall ga%"f";}&a?ifllosog

sconces, one with an open candle

i : www.historichousefitters.com
finished in wax and a second, smaller

enclosed-candle fixture of tin-plated Hurley Patentee Lighting

sel. A multi-faceted hemispherical 454 0ld Route 292
steel. A multi-faceted hemispheric Hurley, NY 12443
mirror dominates the open sconce to 800.247.5414 CLASSIC LIGHTING DEVICES
reflect the candle’s light. The multiple www.hurleypantenteelighting.com The Makers &
reflections will stunningly light upa Period Lighting Fixtures CioénpllgleLS_oalrFe
formal room or serve as a showpiece in 167 River Road OR Ua?‘ 1']9 ing
more primitive surroundings. The aged Clarksburg, MA 01247 eproductions.

ALL HANDMADE
44 PAGE CATALOG

800.828.6990

finish on the enclosed tin fixture is suit- A
www.periodlighting.com

able for a more primitive entryway or

d Both f 12 Summit St.
even outdoors. Both fixtures use a cover ADDITIONAL VENDORS East Hampton
for a conventional electrical box with ; CT 06424
2 slid attached. Y ire th Several makers of quality early ——'860 P
4 suacnount atlacaed. L waelhe American lighting offer fixtures in a [dld ) i
fixture through a grommet-line hole in variety of authentic styles and finishes. ev@nbpix.ne
the cover, then screw it to your electrical American Period Lighting Call our workshop, order direct and save
box. The sconce then slides into place. 3004 Columbia Avenue

Founded in 1974 in Clarksburg, Lancaster, PA 17603
sach od Lighti | 717.392.5649
Massachusetts, Period Lighting employs www.americanperiod.com

a small group of artisans who, as much

as is practical, use original manufactur- Ball & Ball ]

ing methods to build their authentic gft?:):f?:’? iiggzlln ERg sty
fixtures and avoid what the company 800.257.3711

calls the “awkwardness™ of inaccurate www.ballandball-us.com

reproductions. ¥
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Roger W. Moss (Hoboken, NJ: John 800.777.3689
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We've “gleaned”
the best in

Noted historian Moss provides both
a fascinating history of American
lighting and a catalog of nearly 500
suitable reproductions now available
from various manufacturers. His book
i interior h .
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Old Time Lighting
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